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plation of beautiful flowers. They had been skilful weavers of
cloth, expert engravers in stone and wood, highly original in
the way they devised ornamental patterns to adorn their houses,
their ships, and every article of daily use. And to-day? They
were told that it was unpleasant in the sight of their new god to
waste so much of their precious time upon such worldly matters
as outward adornment and physical perfection and to care so
much for things which in no way contributed towards the well-
being of their immortal souls. As a result, their innate feeling
for the arts has been destroyed, and artistically they have now
come down to the level of their teachers, whose houses (even in
these remote regions) are fine examples of the worst degrada-
tions of the taste which has become associated with the name of
the great Queen Victoria.

Fortunately the more far-seeing elements among the Govern-
ments which have control over these islands seem at last to have
come to a realization of what they were doing when they gave
the missionaries too much of a free hand. They have at last
reached the point where they are beginning to see that by de-
priving the natives of their sense of beauty and their joy of
living the Christian missionaries also deprived them of all fur-
ther desire to live. And, since colonies without a population
are not much of an a.sset, the missionary ladies and gentlemen
are now encouraged to restrict their activities to the realm of
the spirit and to put a check upon their own hatred for every-
thing that might make this present world too pleasant a paradise
for the inhabitants to worry about the next one.

There is, of course, one exception to this universal criticism,
and this exception will be most eagerly stressed by even the
most embittered enemies of the missionary movement They
will agree that there can be no possible objection to the so-called
* medical' missionaries and to those who came out to teach the
natives more scientific methods of agriculture. Every one seems
to know of a few men or women who have really devoted them-
selves wholeheartedly to the purpose of showing: the natives bv